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COURSE DESCRIPTION

PHYSICS 260 is the second of a three-semester introductory, calculus-based Physics course designed primarily for engineering students. The course presents an overview
of oscillatory motion, the behavior of fluids, waves and wave phenomena, thermodynamics, electrostatics, and electrical circuits.
Emphasis is placed on understanding the basic physical concepts, relationships, governing laws, and principles, on APPLYING these laws and principles to simple physical MODEL systems, and on developing effective PROBLEM SOLVING strategies.

Course prerequisites are PHYS 161 and MATH141; the co-requisite, PHYS261, must be completed during this semester. 
The semester grade is based on the LECTURE/DISCUSSION (75%), PHYS 260, and the LAB (25%), PHYS 261.  A passing grade must be earned in both PHYS260 and PHYS261 to receive a single passing grade in the course.
COURSE INSTRUCTOR
Dr Michael Rapport





mrapport@umd.edu




Office : PHY 3102





Office hours :  M, W  12:00 - 1:30 and by appointment.
TEXT, . . .                   Knight, Randall D., Physics for Scientists and Engineers: A

                                               Strategic Approach with Modern Physics,  2nd Edition.


                                >> MASTERING PHYSICS (Recommended, not required.)
COURSE COMPONENTS
	LECTURE
	Attendance expected. Course content presented, QUESTIONS of the DAY presented, homework assigned and collected, EXAMS administered.  Recommendation: Read assigned Chapter (Sections) before lecture !
See attached TENTATIVE LECTURE SCHEDULE.

M,W  3-4:15, PHY 1412

	DISCUSSION
	Attendance  mandatory. Attend only assigned DISCUSSION section. Consult Section schedule for section meeting time and location.

Once weekly, conducted by Teaching Assistant. Quizzes administered, questions answered, HW/chapter problems solved and discussed.

	LAB


	PHYS261 required co-requisite. Attendance mandatory. Passing grade must be earned to receive a single passing grade in course.


LECTURE GRADING SCHEME
	EXAMS

25%
	Three (3) exams scheduled; lowest exam score dropped.
FORMAT: Conceptual Questions (15-20%); Problem solving (85-80%).

Calculators required; equation sheet provided.

	FINAL EXAM

25%
	Cumulative FINAL. Details forthcoming.
Scheduled Friday, 14 December 6:30 – 8:30 pm. Location, TBA.

	QUIZZES

10%
	Administered in DISCUSSION. 10 point maximum. Calculator only.
Only the best ten (10) quizzes contribute to the course grade.

	QUESTION of the DAY

5%
	Administered in LECTURE. Conceptual questions, short calculation type problems, … 4 point maximum. Lowest 15-20% of QUESTIONS of the DAY dropped.

	HOMEWORK

10%
	Assigned in LECTURE; collected WEDNESDAYS in LECTURE. Late Homework not accepted. Returned in DISCUSSION.
10 point maximum; best ten (10) assignments contribute to the course grade.

>>  Additional assignments – not graded – are available from MASTERING PHYSICS; an excellent resource for unraveling the concepts, relationships, and laws and for developing problem solving strategies. 

	COURSE GRADE
	The FINAL COURSE grade will be ‘CURVED’.




IN ADDITION . . .
	QUESTIONS in LECTURE

Content
	Lecture time is limited; raise hand for recognition and the instructor will, time permitting, address your question. If the question is not addressed, submit 3x5 note card to instructor after lecture; include name, section, and contact information; expect an answer next lecture.

	QUESTIONS

non-Content
	Submit a 3x5 note card before or after lecture; include name, section, and contact information; expect a speedy response.

	NEED TUTORING or EXTRA HELP ?
	Visit the SLAWSKY CLINIC, aka the Tutoring Center, PHY 1214. Most valuable resource ! www.physics.umd.edu/academics/ugrad/slawsky.html
See Teaching Assistant during Office hours.

See Instructor during Office hours or by appointment.

Study groups are recommended.

	STUDENTS with DISABILITIES
	IMPORTANT: Meet with the instructor at the beginning of the course to arrange accommodations. DSS Documentation required.

	ABSENCES and MAKE-UPS
	No make-ups scheduled for exams, quizzes, Questions of the DAY, or homework assignments. 
Extreme, extenuating and documented circumstances are, of course, excepted.

	ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
	Academic Integrity and Honor Code in effect and will be enforced; see
www.studenthonorcouncil.umd.edu/whatis.html


	UNIVERSITY CLOSURES
	Contact the University website for closures. Re-Scheduling for missed lecture and/or labs will be announced.
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